The diaspora of the Xavantes of Marãiwatsédé:
Colonization and indigenous genocide in modern times.
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INTRODUCTION
Until the beginning of the twentieth century, some indigenous societies managed to remain isolated in
the western territory of Brazil. However, the acceleration of the socio-economic processes characterized by new
political conjectures from the Military Dictatorship (1964-1985) was the last straw to deeply impact the
traditional societies of this region. The aim of this research is to document and investigate the process of
violence suffered by the indigenous group, Xavantes of Marãiwatsédé, during the Military Dictatorship in Brazil
that culminated in their genocide and forced relocation by excavating, recording and carefully examining a mass
grave of the Xavante Marãiwatsédé community located in São Marcos, Mato Grosso, Brazil (Fig. 1). We intend to
demonstrate the scale of victimization and examine the motives of the Dictatorship in the context of economic
growth and development, bringing to light the use of violence by military forces as a means of social and
cultural coercion.
This research is part of a project approved by the Trans-Atlantic
Platform for Social Innovation - an international agreement between
Brazil, Canada and Poland with a joint grant from:
• São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP),
• The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada
(SSHRC)
• The National Centre for Research and Development (NCBR - Poland).
The research will be developed at the Laboratory of Archaeological Studies
(LEA), Federal University of São Paulo (UNIFESP), as a pioneer project of
the Teaching and Research and Center of Forensic Archaeology and
Anthropology (NEPAAF).

The support received from the HHRRC/AAFS will improve the institutional
infrastructure for forensic science through acquiring necessary equipment
such as computers, microscope, 3D scanner, and improving LEA facilities.

Fig 1. Map of Brazil with marked Xavante
territory (red square) and the location of
the Marãiwatsédé community (red dot).

MATERIALS, METHODS AND OBJECTIVES
MULTI- AND TRANSDYSCIPLINARY APPROACH
Identifying, locating, delimiting, recording
and excavating the Xavante mass grave

Collecting narratives of the Xavante elders in
order to understand, expose and elucidate
the violence used by military forces in
territorial appropriation and expulsion

Forensic
Archaeology

Forensic
Anthropology

Linguistics

Documentary
research

Identifying and understanding the biological
profile of the victims in order to contribute to
the improvement of the health and social
conditions of the community and the
preservation of their culture

Collecting data from an unpublished ICRC
documents in order to analyze social and
biocultural conditions and the territory
occupation of the Xavante communities
during the Dictatorship period

MAIN OBJECTIVES:
• Identify and analyze patterns of violence against the Xavante Marãiwatsédé community;
• Provide information and data about indigenous physical, social, cultural and moral violence and crimes
of the Brazilian State against the indigenous groups during the Military Dictatorship;
• Create ante-mortem and post-mortem digital databases including all data gathered during the
interviews and the osteological analyses;
• Analyze the process of violence and concealment of deaths by the State to infer possible similar
patterns that may have occurred with other indigenous groups or other minority segments of society at
the same time;
• Elaborate a final report that could be used by the Xavante community when applying to the
International Court of Human Rights against the Brazilian State.

EXPECTED RESULTS

Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the onset of the project initially planned for 2020.
Systematic and carefully controlled excavations and recording of the evidence in a forensic scenario in
situ, as well as a direct contact with the indigenous community are crucial to conduct the planned
analyses. Therefore, the realization of the project had to be postponed.

We expect to identify patterns of violence suffered by the Xavante Marãiwatsédé community,
providing essential information and data that will be used for understanding the biological profile of
this group in order to contribute to the improvement of their health and social conditions. The results
of the proposal will also enable to reconstruct and preserve their history, culture, memory, and
identity. It will also bring an important contribution to the promotion and visibility of their current
needs and rights.
This research has the potential to spark future investigations on indigenous physical, social,
cultural and moral violence and crimes of the Brazilian State against these groups during the period of
the Military Dictatorship.
The support from HHRRC/AAFS for this research will improve the institutional infrastructure for
forensic sciences at the LEA (UNIFESP), and consequently will help to consolidate the academic
contributions to Human Rights and Brazilian society in general.
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